
École Merton School  August 15th, 2018 
5554 Robinson Avenue 
Côte-Saint-Luc, QC H4V 2P8 
A message from MERTON 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Welcome to the 2018-2019 School Year! The school office is now open and we are preparing for a fresh 
start with excitement. I hope you and your children enjoyed a wonderful summer. Here are some news 
and reminders that will make the transition from summer to school days easier. 

First, a reminder that school emails will be sent to you on Tuesdays (except for this one) every week or 
two on a regular basis throughout the year. These will keep you in touch with what is happening in 
school and will give you notice of upcoming events. Please read them carefully! It is important for you to 
know that Blackboard Connect is the mass communication system used by the EMSB. We use it to 
communicate with you as a group, but you may not use “reply” to reach us directly from emails you 
receive through this system. You must send a separate email to merton@emsb.qc.ca or directly to   me 
at rcaplan@emsb.qc.ca.  Please visit our website regularly as well for important information and 
documents. 

August 23rd, 24th, and 27th, are professional days for the teachers, and all school staff is very busy 
preparing for our students then. Please be patient on those days and contact us only for emergencies! 
We look forward to welcoming everyone back on Tuesday, August 28th. 

KINDERGARTEN PROGRESSIVE ENTRY: Attached is the schedule to be followed by Kindergarten families 
for the first days of school, for your convenience. 

NEW FAMILIES WELCOME (GRADES 1 TO 6): On Wednesday, August 22nd, we will have a welcome 
meeting for new families whose children are NOT in Kindergarten. If you are such a family, we are 
looking forward to seeing you all (parents and children)! Please let us know you are coming (if you have 
not already done so) by calling the school office or emailing rcaplan@emsb.qc.ca. 

PELO (Jewish Studies) REGISTRATION: In order for the PELO teachers to be fully prepared for their 
students, it is essential that we have an accurate idea of the number of children each of them is 
expecting. Please contact Home and School right away if you have not already registered your child. I 
am happy to inform you that a new coordinator has been hired for the program, and some changes in 
staff are also expected. I will be glad to share with you more details in upcoming messages. 

SCHOOL FEES AND HOME AND SCHOOL FEES:  A reminder that School Fees are separate from any other 
fees you may owe to Home and School for daycare and after school programs. All School Fees (Resale 
and Lunch Fees) must be paid directly to Gesell at the school office in a separate cheque or in cash (no 
credit cards please). 

FIRST DAYS COMMUNICATIONS: Both the Home and School Association and your child’s teacher will be 
sending you important information packages during the first days of school. Please keep an eye open for 
them and remember to ask your child to take them out of their school bag! Please carefully fill out 
and/or update the personal forms included, particularly anything that relates to your child’s health and 
your contact information. It is essential that we be able to reach you in an emergency! 

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY: For your child’s sake we ask you to make a commitment to have your 
child in school by 7:57 each morning so that they can be in their classrooms and ready to start their day 
at 8:05. Supervision is available in the school yard as of 7:50. We also ask that you minimize disruptions 
to their learning time by scheduling medical and other appointments outside of school hours and during 
Ped Days, to the maximum extent possible. 



LABELLING YOUR CHILD’S CLOTHES: We strongly recommend that you label all your child’s clothing, 
especially Merton Sweatshirts which are the #1 item left behind by students in school, so they can be 
returned to your child when found. 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT: The Home and School Association is always eager to welcome new members. 
In addition, our Governing Board needs new members each year. Governing Board participates in the 
management of the school by approving policies and programs that address the needs of our students. 
If you are interested in participating, or know another Merton parent who is, please call or write to me. I 
would be glad to give you more details and/or put you in touch with our current GB President. Please 
see below for the GB elections date. 

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS: Work on the full renovation of the Senior Hallway bathrooms started this 
week and will be ongoing throughout the Fall. A frequent cleaning schedule has been set up for the 
bathrooms on the Junior side to accommodate increased traffic. This is a much needed upgrade for our 
school! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 

 Wednesday, August 22nd:            Welcome for New Families (Grades 1-6 only) 
 Tuesday, August 28th :                 First Day of School for Grades 1-6  

o Kindergarten Progressive Entry Day 1 (schedule attached). 
 Friday, August 31st:                       First Full day for Kindergarten 
 Monday, September 3rd:             Labour Day. School Closed. 
 Tuesday, September 4th:             PELO Classes start for Grades 1 and 2 
 Wednesday, September 5th:       PELO Classes start for Grades 3 to 6 
 Thursday, September 6th:            Meet the Teacher night starting at 7:00 p.m. 
 Monday, September 17th:           GOVERNING BOARD ELECTIONS 
 Friday, September 14th:               Terry Fox Run at 12:45 
 Friday, September 21st:               Terry Fox Run (alternative date in case of rain) 

I hope you find this information helpful, and I welcome your feedback as to how to make these emails 
most useful for you. Please enjoy the remaining days of summer. On behalf of everyone at Merton I 
thank you for choosing us as your school community. We look forward to marvelling together with you 
at the learning and growing of the children we love! 

Sincerely, 

Rosana 


